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SUBJECT: AVIATION ELECTRONIC & GROUND SUPPORT TRADE 
MISSION 

REF: A) USDOC 5317, B) KINSHASA 853, C) KINSHASA 2309, 

D) KINSHASA 2601 

1. AS INDICATED IN REFTEL B DECISION TO VISIT ZAIRE 

A QUESTION OF DEFINING MISSION S MINIMUM OBJECTIVES. 

2. EVEN BEFORE MORE RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, THERE WAS 
LITTLE PROSPECT THERE WOULD BE AN IMMEDIATE PAYOFF 
FROM THEIR VISIT. WHILE REFTELS C&D MAKE THE PROSPECT 
FOR IMMEDIATE SALES SEEM EVEN MORE REMOTE, THEY MAY 
ALSO HERALD NEW OPPORTUNITIES. PRESENT CONTRACTS 
MAY BE CANCELLED LARGELY DUE TO AUSTERITY MEASURES 
BUT FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS WILL SHOW WHETHER 
SUSPICIONS OR EVEN ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT BRIBERY 
CONNECTED WITH THEIR SIGNING ARE WILL FOUNDED. IF 

SO THERE MAY BE GAINS FOR "FRESH HONEST" CONTRACTORS 
& SUPPLIERS WHO CAN SHOW THEY HAVE ZAIRE S REAL 
NEEDS AND INTERESTS IN MIND. 

3. IT IS YET TOO EARLY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
ABOVE PROJECTED SCENERIO WILL HAVE A CHANCE. 
HOWEVER, IF PRESENT SITUATION LOOKS TOO BLEAK 
FROM WASHINGTON VIEW, WE SUGGEST THAT MISSION 
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IN EVENT FUTURE ASSESSMENT OF PROSPECTS LOOKS MORE 
PROMISING. 
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